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CHIEF MALKIN: Today is December 26th, 
2001. The time is now 1549 hours. This is 
Battalion Chief Malkin of the Safety 
Battalion of the Fire Department, City of 
New York. I'm conducting an interview with 
Fireman First Grade Thomas Lynn of Engine 
Company 5. We are in Engine Company 5's 
company office. There is nobody else 
present at this time. The interview is in 
regard to the events of September 11th, 
2001. What follows now is the interview. 
A. I came in on the morning of the 11th, 
and the company ended up going on a run and had 
enough members where they didn't need me to go on 
the rig. They went to a box which turned out to 
be a false alarm. From that box they responded 
directly on the second alarm to the World Trade 
Center. 

Hearing what was happening from the 
house watch, another member came in, Richard 
Carletti, and we took his car down and proceeded 
down towards the towers. We ended up parking his 
car by 6 Engine. We walked from there with our 


gear but no air tanks. We just had our gear with 
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us. We ended up walking down Liberty Street, 
past the World Trade Center, which is Two World 
Trade Center. 

We basically saw a lot of body parts 
and plane wreckage that was just all over the 
street. We just basically walked by that. We 
were walking down towards West Street, I guess it 
is, to the staging area, which was I guess across 
the street from the Vista Hotel, more in line 


with the building that holds the Winter Garden 


theater. 
Q. Right. 
A. From there we went from rig to rig to 


see if we could locate 5 Engine's rig and see if 
we could get air tanks. Once we did, we went 
back to the staging area. I told the chief that 
we were from 5 Engine -- I'm not sure which chief 
it was -- and that our members were in the north 
tower and we were ready to go in. Actually I 
said we were thinking of going in. He said, "No, 
no. You wait here. I'm putting a team 
together." He put us with a captain from 91 
Engine, and we were standing fast there. 


Then the south tower came down, and 
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everybody just ran. We ran into the building 
where the Winter Garden theater was, and the 
debris was coming down. We just kept on running 
in there. The front of it collapsed. 

Later we found out of where we went in, 
and we came out on Vesey Street. Yeah, we came 
out on Vesey and the West Side Highway and 
proceeded north on -- 

Q. West Street. 

A. -- West Street until it cleared up a 
little bit. There were fires in the parking lot 
where Vesey Street and Murray Street was, and I 
ended up helping, with Carletti, helping 
stretching lines to put out those fires. There 
was really no hydrant pressure at that point. 

Q. Where did you get the lines from? 

A I'm not sure which rigs. Whatever rigs 
were parked right around that area. Those rigs 
were still okay from the collapse of the south 
tower. 

I just wanted to make note that 
Lieutenant Paul Mitchell, who was getting off 
that morning, from our firehouse, I met him at 


the staging area before the collapse of the south 
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tower and talked to him briefly. I thought he 
was still on duty, but he had actually gotten off 
duty that morning and came back and responded 
there. 

He, I believe, was sent in moments or 
minutes before the south tower collapsed. I 
believe he was sent into the south tower before. 
It seemed like almost right after he was sent in 


it collapsed. 


Q. You saw him before that? 

A. Yeah. I saw him at the staging area. 
Q. Where was the staging area? 

A. The staging area was on West Street at 


the West Side Highway in front of the financial 
building which houses the Winter Garden. There 
was a garage area that went down into the 
financial building, and that was basically where 
the board was set up. 

I know I saw Von Essen there at one 
point, and I think Ganci and all those other 
chiefs were there also. 

Q. This is the Winter Garden here. 
A. Yeah. 


Q. So it was somewhere in this area, on 
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West Street somewhere in front of the Winter 


Garden? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. The staging area was in that area, you 
said? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You said that you saw your company 
officer -- 

A. Yeah. 

Q. -- and he went to the south tower? 


A. Right. I believe he went into the 
south tower. 

Q. Okay. 

A. So after that south tower collapsed, 
all the maydays came in, and you could hear 
everybody was asked to get out of the north 
tower, evacuate the north tower. We were looking 
for our members from 5 Engine and did meet up 
with some of them. 

So we regrouped. We moved 5 Engine's 
rig, which was originally parked on West Street 
and between Vesey and Barclay, and we ended up 
moving the rig up to Murray Street off of West 


Street. 
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Then from there the members -- once we 
regrouped, though there was a missing member at 
that time, though there were a lot of maydays for 
missing members, so the lieutenant decided let's 
take the rig and we'll go around the whole area 
and back and get as close as we can to the 
towers. This is after the second tower 
collapsed, now. I guess I'm jumping the gun. A 
little after we moved the rig, the second tower 
came down. 

Q. Where were you when the second tower 
came down? 

A. When the second tower came down, I 
probably was about around Barclay. 

Q. Still on West Street? 

A. Yeah, still on West Street. 

Q. The company was still there? 

A. Yeah, still there. 

Q. I'm confused. There was an officer 


with you at this point to order the movement of 


A. Yeah, once we all got together. 
Q. Was he on duty or the other guy was on 


duty? 
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A. No, he was on duty. 

Q. He was on duty. Who was the other 
officer? 

A. He relieved Lieutenant Mitchell in the 


morning. So Lieutenant Paul Mitchell, he had 
been relieved. From what I understand, he went 
all the way to Brooklyn, heard what had happened 
and then drove his car all the way back and ended 
up -- 

Q. That's the lieutenant that went to the 
south tower? I'm confused. 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Okay. He's the one that went to the 
south tower. 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Now you had the on-duty officer with 
you at the rig? 

A. Yeah. They were in the north tower. 

Q. Right. 

A. They were in the north tower. They got 
out of there before the collapse, barely, except 
for one of ours, Manny Delvalle. 

Then we proceeded around to Trinity 


Street with the rig after that and ended up 
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taking a hydrant. Then we walked down I guess it 
was like Albany Street and then down to the west 
side to try to get closer. 

Then we ended up not being able to do 
anything down there. So we walked back up to 
Trinity, moved the rig to I guess it was around 
Cortlandt Street and Trinity, took a hydrant. 
Then I think we walked down I think it was Vesey 
Street, but I'm not sure. We ended up helping 
hook up to tower Ladder 119 from the rig of 41 
Engine. We were supplying the tower ladder, 
putting out fire in the -- 

Q. What were the conditions now as you 
were walking around here? What were the 
conditions in the World Trade Center? Was there 
a lot of fire? 

A. There was a lot of fire in I guess it 
would be World Trade Center northeast plaza. I'm 
not sure. Unless it was the federal office 
building and the U.S. post office. I'm not Sure. 
Or it could have even been Seven World Trade 
Center, now that I'm looking at the map. 

Q. That's this building right here. 


A. Yeah, I think that was the one that was 
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on fire that we were supplying 119 with. 

Q. 119 was working into that building to 
put out fire in that building? 

A. Yeah. I think -- yeah, that must have 
been the building that was on fire at the time. 

So we primarily worked on that, and my 
time is way off on what happened or how long we 
operated. It seemed like forever. 

Q. Where was your rig at this time? It 
was still back on Trinity? 

A. I believe our rig was on Trinity or it 
could have even been Broadway between Cortlandt 
and Dey, I believe. 

Q. What were you guys doing with 119 now? 
You supplied them? You got a line from 
someplace? 

A. Yeah. Actually we hooked up a line 
into a basement of one of the office buildings 
there, the riser. I'm not sure which officer 
turned on the pump station in the building, which 
created like 90 pounds of pressure, which was 
plenty of pressure and a lot more pressure than 
any of the hydrants had at that time. I don't 


know who thought of that, but that was great. So 
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41 Engine had plenty of water. 
Yeah, that's what we did. 
Q. You operated there for some time at 
that location? 
A. Yeah, for some time. 
Q. Did you operate a line there? When you 


say that there was plenty of pressure -- 


A. No. 
Q. -- were you guys operating a line? 
A. No, no, we weren't operating a line. 


Q. What do you remember after that? 

A I remember meeting up with other -- we 
went back to the rig and took a blow and met up 
with other members that had come down from the 
company. I just remember being very exhausted at 
that point. 

Q. The guys on duty from 5 Engine that you 
met, they couldn't account for the guys that were 
missing; right? They didn't Know where they 
were? Was there an organized effort to go back 
and find them? 

A. I don't really know. 

Q. You're not aware? 


A. I don't really know. I don't know if 
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they were really aware of that, because of all 


the different transmissions and everything, 


whether or not -- maybe it seemed unbelievable. 
It seemed unbelievable to me -- I guess I can 
only speak for myself -- that one of the members 


was missing. I didn't know that he had gotten 
separated from the rest of the company. 

Q. They were in the north tower at some 
point, and they got separated? 

A. Yeah. But I wasn't in the north tower, 
so I don't know exactly what happened. So maybe 
I shouldn't speculate. 

That's it. That's basically it. 

Q. After you finished operating with 119, 
what did you say, you went back by the rig? 

A. Yeah, we went back by the rig and took 
a blow. Then we ended up getting transported 
back to the firehouse. That might have been like 
8:00 at night or something. Then we made a 
determination of what groups were going to 
continue on. I myself was relieved at like 10:30 
that night, and then I worked the next day. 

That's it. 


Q. Okay. Pretty good. 
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CHIEF MALKIN: The interview is 
concluded. The time is now 1604. This 
concludes the interview with Firefighter 
First Grade Thomas Lynn of Engine 5, and I 


thank the fireman for this interview. 
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